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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The first of the Meetings of the joint L.A. and L.A.A. 
Sessional Programme will be held on Wednesday, 13th 
October, at 7.30 p.m. punctually. The Meeting-place will be 
the LUNCHEON HALL, 4th floor of Messrs, Selfridge’s 
premises, Oxford Street, W., and an address, entitled 
‘LIBRARIES IN BUSINESS HOUSES ”’ will be delivered 
by H. GORDON SELFRIDGE, ESQ. 

We may remind our readers that this is the TWENTY- 
FIRST INAUGURAL MEETING of the L.A.A. series of 
Winter Programmes, and is therefore an occasion of particular 
interest. The meeting itself provides several unique attractions, 
and it is hoped that there will be a good attendance. ‘The 
subject with which Mr. Gordon Selfridge will deal is one on 
which there is extremely little information available regarding 
British commercial practice in this direction ; in the professional 
press of the United States it is constantly being dealt with, 
and the American ‘‘ house libraries’? seem to have reached a 
high stage of efficiency. The address and the resulting dis- 
cussion should prove of considerable interest to us all. 





THE WEST OF SCOTLAND ASSOCIATION OF 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
INAUGURAL MEETING. 
The First MeetinGc of the Session will be held at the 
Mitchell Library, North Street, Clasgow, on Wednesday, 
October 20th, at 8 p.m., when Mr. S. A. Pitt will deliver an 
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address. Permission having been kindly granted to look over 
the Library, members and friends are requested to assemble at 
7 p.m. Librarians and assistants, whether members of the 
Association or not, are cordially invited to attend. 

All who intend to be present on this occasion are requested 
to notify the Honorary SECRETARY not later than Saturday, 
October 16th, 1915. 

Jos. Norrie, Hon. Secretary, 
Stirling’s Library, Glasgow. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ 





ASSOCIATION. 
JOINT SESSIONAL PROGRAMME. 
1915-16, 
1915. 
October 13th. At the premises of Messrs. Selfridge and Co., 
\ Ltd., Oxford Street, W. 


Inaugural Address: 
“LIBRARIES IN BUSINESS HOUSES.”’ 
By H. Cordon Selfridge. 
November 10th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
Paper :‘‘NOTES ON MATTERS CONNECTED 
WITH THE ORGANISATION OF 
LIBRARIES.”’ 
By Thomas Aldred, Borough Librarian 
of Hackney. 
December sth. At St. Bride Foundation Institute, Bride Lane, 
Feet Street, E.C. 
Paper: ‘‘A TYPOGRAPHICAL LIBRARY: 
ITS METHODS AND CLASSIFICATION.”’ 
By R. A, Peddie, Librarian of the St. 
Bride Typographical Libraries. 
1916. 
January 12th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
Paper: ‘‘ SPECIAL LIBRARIES.” 
By John Warner, Deputy Librarian of 
Croydon. 
February Sth. Meeting place under arrangement. 
Paper : ‘THE COMMERCIAL LIBRARY: ETS 
ORGANISATION, ADMINISTRATION 
AND SERVICE.”’ 
By J. C. Wilmer, Managing Director 
of Day’s Library. 
March 15th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
Paper: ‘‘ REGIONAL SURVEYS ANI) THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY.”’ By C. C. Fagg. 
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April 12th. Under arrangement. 


May 17th. At Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
Paper: ‘‘ THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT: 
A REVIEW.” By Miss M. Cilbert, Fulham 
Public Libraries. 
June 7th. At the Library, Cray’s Inn, W.C. 
Paper : ‘‘ THE GRAY’S INN LIBRARY.” By 
Arnold C. Burt, Acting Librarian. 


All Meetings will commence punctually at 7.30 p.m. 


HENRY R. TEDDER, 
Chairman of Joint Committee. 
W. B. THORNE, 
Honorary Secretary. 


EDITORIAL. 


Iliness of Mr. H. C. Sureties.—All members of 
the L.A.A. and readers of this periodical generally 
will learn with sincere regret that illness has again 
overtaken the Editor, whose hands for over two years have 
guided its affairs so conscientiously. For the past three or four 
years Mr. Sureties’ health has been very precarious: it will be 
remembered that at the time of the last Easter School he was 
under treatment in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; now he is lying 
in Guy’s Hospital suffering from a combination of ills that 
perplex the doctors. To the Council which met on September 
15th, Mr. Sureties submitted his resignation of the Honorary 
Editorship as well as of his seat on the Council. His wishes 
regarding the Editorship were reluctantly respected, but it was 
agreed unanimously to invite him to retain his seat on the 
Council. At the same time a resolution of sympathy, express- 
ing the Council’s sincere appreciation of the devoted manner in 
which Mr. Sureties had carried out the duties of Editorship was 
ordered to be recorded on the minutes. It had been Mr. Sureties’ 
hope to carry on the work until the war was over, and it is 
certain that he has again and again seen the Journal through 
the press under such conditions of personal suffering that less 
courageous and faithful men would have given up the effort 
‘ong ago. Such unselfish service deserves the gratitude of all, 
ind Mr. Sureties may enioy some reward in feeling that his 
example may not be without influence in these days of stress. It 
is the earnest hope of all that the skilful medical attention he is 
receiving at Guy’s may speedily have effect, and that ere long 
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his health may be fully restored. The best wishes of every- 
one are offered to him, and there will be general feelings of 
pleasure when, with renewed health and vigor, he is able to 
resume his normal life. He is always pleased to receive letters, 
which greatly assist in relieving the tedium of the long ‘‘ hospital 
days,’’ but correspondents will naturally not expect replies. 
His address is—Addison Ward, 47, Guy’s Hospital, St. 
Thomas’ Street, S.E. 

A cordial welcome is offered to Mr. J. E. Walker, who has 
assumed the editorial office, and the Council considers itself 
fortunate in having secured his services. The office is no 
sinecure: its duties entail much self-sacrifice, and it is hoped 
that those who can will assist Mr. Walker in maintaining that 
high standard of punctuality and professional interest which 
has characterised The Library Assistant over so long a 
period. Miss R. L. Duménil has accepted the honorary assistant 
editorship, and the Council recognises its indebtedness to her 
for the arduous labours she has so kindly undertaken. W.B.T. 

T. E. Turnbull.—All assistants and many librarians 
will regret the untimely death of Mr. T. E. Turnbull, 
of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Libraries. Especially will he 
be missed in the north, where many will remember 
his unfailing courtesy and_ willing helpfulness towards 
those undertaking professional study in the admirable 
Newcastle Reference Library, in which latterly he was 
Chief Assistant. He was a prime mover in the formation 
of our North Eastern Branch, and, as Mr. Walton states in the 
obituary notice printed in this issue, was its first Honorary 
Secretary. Having regard to his record and influence for good 
among assistants, we make no apology in appealing for donations 
to the fund which is being raised by his colleagues in aid of Mrs. 
Turnbull and her children, who are in need of assistance. Any 
sums, however small, may be forwarded to Mr. J. Walton, 
Sub-Librarian, Public Libraries, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 





APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 





Miss E. Lowe, Librarian of Boots’ Library, Wigan, has been appointed 
temporarily Librarian-in-charge of the Pemberton Branch Library, in place 
of Mr. J. A. Hall, who has enlisted. 

Mr. E. Woon, late of the Birkdale Public Library, hos been appointed 
first Librarian of Dartford. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Associates: Misses E. E. Chalkley and 0. Hawes, of the Tottenham 
Public Libraries; and Harold E. Waites, of the Lincoln Public Library. 
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SPECIAL REFERENCE WORK AND THE MUNICIPAL 
REFERENCE LIBRARY.* 


By WynpHAM Morcan, Reference Librarian, Cardiff Public 
Libraries, Chairman of the South Wales Branch. 


As Mr. Morgan is now on active service, he has been unable to consult 
his authorities for corrections. 


The public library has been an important element in the 
municipal progress of the last fifty years, and it has now 
established itself in the life of the community. With all the 
older systems the movement has developed by three stages: (1) 
provision of newspapers, (2) loaning of books, (3) reference 
work. It is this last stage that enables the library to extend its 
influence to research workers in all fields, and more particularly 
to those engaged in industry and commerce. The opinion is 
now widely held that the best form of development in reference 
work is by correlative specialisation, and it is in this connection 
that the special reference library movement is of particular 
interest to public librarians. 

Modern life has become, in some ways, more complex. 
A higher value is now placed upon specialised knowledge than 
was formerly the case. The basis of all forms of specialisation 
is research work, and in this paper I purpose indicating some 
of the ways in which public and private libraries are adapting 
themselves to this end. I have drawn largely upon American 
theory and practice for materials for the simple reason that 
the American movement has been well written up. Our own 
special libraries, or to be precise, the newer forms of special 
libraries, have received little attention. It is quite possible 
that one is inclined to over-estimate the importance of the 
American movement from the reading of American periodicals. 
You will, of course, form your own opinion upon this point. 

The value of research work based on accumulated know- 
ledge and experimental work is gradually being recognised in 
this country. One simple example of the importance of this 
kind of work may be given to make the point clear—the coke- 
oven bye-products. Before 1882 no bye-product plant was in 
use in England, although they had been introduced into France 
and Germany twenty years earlier. Previous to this date the 
heat and volatile gases given off in coking were allowed to 
escape. Now the bye-products of the process consist of tar, 
ammonia liquid, and gas. Coal tar in turn produces the 


*A paper read before a meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association at 
the Bromley (Kent) Library, on Wednesday, May 12th, 1915. 
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aromatic hydro-carbons, benzene, and toluene from which, 
among other things, are manufactured the aniline dyes and the 
bases of explosives. There are also at the present time further 
possibilities of improvement and extension in the recovery and 
application of bye-products. Results such as these are not due 
to experimental work alone. ‘‘ However new a problem may 
be someone else has worked or is working upon it.’’ It is 
essential that the original worker should know what has been 
and is being done in his particular field, and for this purpose the 
special library has been evolved. 

The special library is not, of course, altogether a new idea. 
With the older forms—theological, legal, medical, etc., we are 
quite familiar. It is to newer forms, however, as for example, 
engineering, finance, banking, insurance, that attention is now 
being directed. Such a development is quite in keeping with 
the times. Every large library can already cite instances where 
business men and manufacturers have been saved time and 
money by information supplied. The gain to the community 
by the greater efficiency of technical and other special students 
is also an important item. 

In a paper read in 1909 Mr. Richard H. Whiffen compares 
the development of the special library with the development of 
the special school in education. He writes: ‘‘ The college of 
general learning was at one time predominant, but the need 
was felt for special training and special schools in law, medicine, 
engineering, etc. Special schools have been established to meet 
these needs. . . . A great university now has_ separate 
schools of law, medicine, agriculture, commerce, etc. I look 
to see a somewhat similar development in the library world.’ 

American writers divide special libraries into four types: 
(1) technical; (2) commercial; (3) legislative; and (4) 
municipal reference libraries. This classification is obviously 
based on the recent development of the movement in America. 
Of these types numbers one and two are largely private libraries 
established by big industrial corporations. 

Although the maintaining of libraries by large business and 
manufacturing companies is outside the scope of public library 
work, the work has an interest for assistants. It is in itself 
an evidence of appreciation of library work on the part of 
business men. Then the number of appointments available is 
increased. To what extent such appointments are desirable is 
a question for the future. They certainly require special quali- 
fications. 

That we may have a clear idea of the nature of a special 
library, I will explain some of the characteristics that mark it 
from the general library. It is a library that covers a single 
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subject, or a definite group of subjects; everything that is not 
directly germane to the subject is excluded. Separate organisa- 
tion is needed and the librarian should be thoroughly in touch 
with the subject of the library under his control. As the infor- 
mation contained in printed books is often out of date and of 
little practical value in a special library, ‘‘ fugitive ’’ material— 
pamphlets, reports, articles, etc.—are extensively used. In 
addition, letters and manuscript reports from experts may be 
filed. This is, or, perhaps we should say was done, at the 
library of the Solvay Institute of Sociology at Brussels—a model 
library of its kind—through its correspondent members. 

One of the features of the special library movement in 
America, and the chief reason of its prominence there, is the 
system of organisation and co-operation. A ‘‘Special Libraries 
Association ’’ was formed in 1909 for the express purpose of 
promoting the interests of this kind of library. Two years 
after its establishment over a hundred institutions were repre- 
sented in its membership. The association publishes a monthly 
periodical, the main features of which are articles and biblio- 
graphies prepared by specialists. The January, 1915, issue 
was devoted to ‘‘ Railroad Libraries,’’ and the issue was pre- 
pared for publication by the Bureau of Economics at Chicago. 
This bureau was established by the United States railway in 
1910 for the scientific study of transportation problems. The 
library connected with it is described in this issue together 
with other railroad public and private libraries. Among the 
bibliographical publications of the bureau is a ‘‘ Collective 
catalogue of books in fourteen American libraries relating to 
railroad economics.”’ 

The Special Libraries Association met with strong criticism 
in 1911, when a proposal for affiliation to the A.L.A. came up 
for discussion. The main point of the criticism seems to have 
been that the work might be done equally well by a section of 
the A.L.A. Some of the rather pointed remarks are worth 
quoting, thus: ‘‘ A special libraries association offers an excel- 
lent means of personal advertising and it will not be long before 
there is a field of rivalry with different firms.’ The same critic 
continues, ‘* There are few purely business libraries worthy of 
the name and the greatest need is for librarians who can bring 
the material of the public and technical libraries to the 
immediate use of the firms which employ them. There are small 
collections of books found in various business houses very 
inadequately administered by people who have had no library 
experience whatever, much less library training.’’ To all out- 
ward appearances the Association has long ago lived down such 
criticism. 
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More information on the subject of the special libraries of 
this country is needed. Several lists have appeared, but they 
need expanding and revising. A report upon the following lines 
would enable students and investigators to find out the extent 
and variety of these special collections: (1) any collection of 
unusual importance for, (a) completeness, (b) rarity; (2) 
collections of interest for local reasons; (3) unique copies. 
The proprietary libraries of importance need special attention, 
and where a complete printed catalogue is not available in 
addition to a statement that there is a collection, some idea of 
its scope and size should be given. That such a survey should 
be made was suggested in 1877 at the first Conference of 
Librarians. The author of the paper, as was natural at that 
time, had in mind more particularly historic collections. Some 
of his remarks read curiously to-day, as when he writes of his 
pet subject, books on insurance—‘‘ My especial subject is 
Insurance in all its varying phases: Marine Insurance, as being 
associated with and incident to maritime commerce from the 
beginning. The perhaps more ancient phase of Inland Trans- 
port Insurance, which we now know was practised by the ass- 
driver over the passes of the Syrian mountains, with their loads 
of silks, spices, and precious stones, even in the early 
Babylonian period. With Captivity Insurance, as stated to have 
been practised by the Crusaders in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, or by such of them as did not put faith in gaining 
their release through the romantic intervention of fair Emirs’ 
daughters, or the more heroic Saracen ladies. . . .”’ 

From the first annual report of the United Kingdom 
Carnegie Trust, issued just recently, we find that Professor 
Adams, of Oxford University, has drawn the attention of the 
Executive Committee to the possibility of aiding special 
libraries. The report goes on to say that ‘‘ The Executive 
Committee consider that a great service might be rendered by 
assisting in the development of such national libraries of a 
specialised character, to serve the interests not of localities but 
of certain sections of the community at large.’’ A grant was 
made by the Committee last year to the Co-operative Reference 
Library in Dublin. This library is attached to the Irish 
Agricultural Organization Society, and it makes accessible to 
agriculturalists and others engaged in rural reconstruction work 
in Ireland a supply of information upon these subjects. The 
new provisional scheme arrived at between the Committee 
of the L.A. and the Athenaeum has some bearing upon this 
subject. Periodicals take a prominent part in special library 
work, and the provision of a subject index to the leading 
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English periodicals is an important step. As the scheme pro- 
vides for the loan of any periodicals required, even the small 
library is enabled to make use of the index. The scheme is 
being well supported, and when put into effect, no doubt will 
assist in the extension ot reference library work in this country. 

Every large reference library is, of course, doing special 
work at the present time, and probably most city librarians have 
visions of the day when their collections can be placed in a series 
of rooms, each devoted to a special subject, with experts in 
charge. With purely local collections it is often possible to 
provide a special room, with a separate card catalogue, and with 
the books treely accessible to students. A few remarks on the 
dangers of specialisation in public libraries may not be out of 
place. There is a tendency to neglect the general library where 
t large amount of attention is given to special departments. 
Then some difficulty will be found in drawing the line of 
demarcation between related departments, and unless care is 
taken needless duplication will take place. Such dangers can 
be avoided by extending reference work in sane and helpful 
ways. Time and energy may be thrown away by a restless 
hurry to get results, or by taking up each new fad. The 
difficulties of the work do not, however, remove the obvious 
duty of making real progress. 

There are several ways in which special collections can be 
got together with very little expense. If the advantages of a 
central place, with expert control and management, are pointed 
out to local societies, they are usually quite willing to deposit 
their special collections in the public library, and to make the 
necessary additions from time to time. At Cardiff the following 
societies have deposited their collections in this way :—The 
Astronomical Society of Wales, Cardiff Astrological Society, 
Cardifi Naturalists’ Society, Cardiff Pharmaceutical Society, 
and the South Wales and Monmouthshire Philatelic Society. 
The public have the use of these books with only the expense 
of housing and management. The members of the various 
societies have the extra privilege of borrowing such works. 
This method of co-operation with societies is also of value from 
the fact that it introduces special readers. The Society adver- 
tises its library and the members turn to the Public Reference 
Library as a natural centre for information. Another important 
source is the generosity of private individuals; every large 
library has benefited in this way. It is unnecessary to say 
much of the vast amount of free or inexpensive reference 
material available for special reference work, such as British 
and Foreign public documents, publications of societies, etc. 
Their variety and scope make careful choice necessary in 








162 


making application, and only such papers should be applied for 
as can be used. An interesting paper on the subject of the 
distribution of government documents was read at the 1911 
Conference of the Library Association, and it should be referred 
to in this connection. 

The modern librarian not only finds the book for the reader, 
but also finds the information required. If the book needed is 
not in his own library then he will endeavour to obtain it else- 
where. There is room for a system of co-operation in inter- 
library loans. As a preliminary it is necessary to know the 
resources of the different collections. To this end a special 
bureau has been suggested. To show how such a bureau carries 
on its work I will very briefly describe the ‘‘ Auskunftsbureau 
der Deutschen Bibliotheken.’’ This bureau is located in the 
Royal Library at Berlin. It undertakes for a small fee (10 
pfennige per title) to find out if books are in any of the German 
libraries. A reply will be made by post if the title is sent to the 
office. The bureau undertakes to find out the whereabouts of 
the books and if they are available they may be transferred to 
the Royal or other library in which they are needed. 

The most successful forms of special libraries in America 
are the Legislative and Municipal Reference Libraries. It is 
necessary perhaps to explain that the latter confine themselves 
to material relating to municipal affairs. They are libraries of 
civics and not, as we often use the term, the general reference 
libraries of the different communities. Some idea of the growth 
of these two types may be obtained from a book devoted to 
them, by John B. Kaiser, which was published last year. In 
this work the author states that 34 States have legislative 
reference libraries or bureaux, and that there are over 75 
municipal reference libraries or agencies interested in this form 
of research work. The case for the municipal reference library 
may be summarised thus. Many complicated problems have to 
be dealt with in modern city government, and the study of the 
methods and experiences of other cities is necessary to their 
solution, if the best results are to be obtained. The sources of 
such information are now largely wasted and destroyed for the 
lack of means of arranging and preserving. Such material 
needs systematic arrangement and collection by a librarian, for 
the use of city officials and citizens. As a part of his duties the 
librarian undertakes investigations and puts the information 
required into a compact and usable form. Duties which now 
are often very perfunctorily performed would naturally fall into 
the hands of such a librarian. The library or branch would 
act as a clearing house for all municipal publications, including 
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local guides and advertising material. It would conduct ex- 
changes, and possibly the editing of all the local authority’s 
publications would come within its sphere of operations. One 
thing, however, is clear: a city must be in a condition to handle a 
collection satisfactorily before such a scheme is undertaken. 
The gathering of material in a haphazard kind of way is not 
likely to serve a useful purpose, and may bring discredit on 
the whole movement. 
(To be continued.) 


PROCEEDINGS. 
SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

The THirD ANNUAL MEETING of the South Coast Branch 
was held on Friday, July 9th, at Lewes. 

The afternoon was spent in visiting Lewes Castle, the 
Museum and Library of the Sussex Archeological Society, and 
other places of interest in the town, after which tea was served 
at Stephens’ Restaurant, in the High Street. 

In the unavoidable absence of the CnarrMaAnN of the Branch 
(Mr. William Law), Miss E. Gerarp (Hon. Treasurer) pre- 
sided over the subsequent business meeting, which was attended 
by a good number of members and friends. The Hon. 
SecRETARY (Mr. Arthur Webb), having read the Report, which 
is appended, Miss E. GERARD moved, and Miss W. BARNWELL 
seconded, that the Report be adopted. ‘This was agreed to 
unanimously. 

The following were elected for the ensuing year :— 

Hon. President: Henry D. Roserts, Director, Brighton. 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: H. Bonp (Portsmouth), W. RusKIN 
BUTTERFIELD (Hastings), Miss M. Frosr (Worthing), 
J. H. HarpcastLe (Eastbourne), and J. W. Lister 
(Hove). 

Chairman: Wit.iaM Law, Brighton. 

Hon. Treasurer: Miss E. GERARD, Worthing. 

Hon. Secretary: ARTHUR WEBB, Brighton. 

Committee: Messrs. A. M. HAMBLyN (Eastbourne), W. Hynes 
and H. Mew (Hove), and. the Misses M. M. BARNETT 
(Brighton), W. Barnwet_ (Worthing), and = L. 
FAIRWEATHER (Brighton). 


REPORT presented at the THIRD ANNUAL MEETING, 
held at LEWES, on Friday, 9th July, 1915. 


The Committee has pleasure in submitting its Third Annual 
Report on the work of the Branch. 
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Membership. The total membership of the Branch is 32, 
of which 1 is a Fellow, 15 are Members, and 16 Associates. 
During the year 1 Fellow, 3-Members, and 1 Associate have 
been enrolled, whilst 2 Members and 2 Associates have resigned. 

The Committee is gratified to find that there are signs that 
several members of the Portsmouth Libraries Staff are likely to 
join the Branch during the forthcoming Session. 

Officers. The year under review has been one of changes 
as far as the Officers of the Branch are concerned. At the last 
Annual Meeting, Mr. A. Cecil Piper retired from the Hon. 
Secretaryship and was elected Chairman, whilst Mr. Ernest 
Male, who had been Chairman from the formation of the 
Branch, undertook the duties of Hon. Secretary. Miss E. 
Gerard continued in her office of Hon. Treasurer, a position she 
has filled with much ability during the three years the Branch 
has been in existence. 

In October, 1914, Mr. Piper was appointed City Librarian 
of Winchester, and resigned the office of Chairman. The 
Committee passed a resolution of appreciation of the good work 
Mr. Piper had performed for the Branch, and congratulated him 
upon his well-earned promotion. At the October meeting Mr. 
Piper was presented with a silver cigarette case, subscribed for 
by the members of the Branch. The Council of the L.A.A. 
elected Mr. Piper a Fellow, and on application from this 
Committee he continued to be attached to the South Coast 
Branch. 

Mr. William Law (Brighton) was appointed Chairman pro 
iem., and nominations were invited. The nominations received 
were all in favour of Mr. Law, and he was accordingly declared 
elected at the January meeting. 

In January Mr. Male joined H.M. Army, and in conse- 
quence, resigned his office of Hon. Secretary. At the same 
meeting Mr. Arthur Webb (Brighton) was elected to the 
Secretariate. 

Mr. H. S. Wilson (a member of Committee) resigned in 
January, on his appointment to the Birmingham Libraries 
Staff, whilst Mr. Law, in becoming Chairman, vacated his seat 
on the Committee. An election resulted in Messrs. Mew (Hove) 
and Redgrave (Eastbourne) being elected to the vacancies. 

Finance. The statement of receipts and expenditure for the 
year is appended to this Report. The receipts (including a 
balance of 1s. 11d., brought forward from last year) , amounted 
to £5 9s. 5d., and the expenditure to £4 13s. Q9d., leaving a 
balance of 15s. 8d. to be carried forward. 

The Council of the Association has decided not to collect 
subscriptions from members on active service. 
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The Committee regrets that two or three members have not 
yet paid their subscriptions for the current year, and would point 
out that it is impossible to carry on the work of the Association 
satisfactorily unless the subscriptions are paid immediately they 
become due. 

Meetings. The following meetings have been held, all of 
them being well attended :— 

July 8th, 1914. At the Public Library, Worthing. Annual 
Business Meeting. Paper: ‘‘ Rudyard Kipling: the 
man and his critics,’’ by Miss M. Barnett, Brighton. 

October 28th, 1914. At the Public Library, Hove. Chair- 
man: Councillor C. Loadsman. Papers: ‘* Biblio- 
graphy in relation to literature,’’ by A. Cecil Piper, 
Brighton; ‘‘ Examinations: are they of any material 
value ?’’ by H. Wilson, Hove. 

January 20th, 1915. At the Public Library, Brighton. 
Chairman: Mr. Henry D. Roberts, Hon. President of 
the Branch. Papers: ‘‘ A Plea for business methods 
in Library practice,’’ by R. E. Smither, Brighton; 
‘*The Feminine element in literature,’’ by Miss M. 
Barnett, Brighton. 

April 21st, 1915. At the Public Library, Worthing. Chair- 
man: Councillor W. Aston. Papers: ‘‘ The Progress 
of the library movement on the South Coast,’’ by Miss 
B. Gill, Worthing; ‘*‘ The Public library movement 
in Russia,’’ by Miss D. Leaper, Brighton. 

In connection with these meetings there have been various 
social features, including drives, walks, teas, and a concert. 
The papers read at the meetings have again been circulated 
among the libraries in the district, and the thanks of the Com- 
mittee are hereby tendered to the authors for supplying copies 
for distribution. 

General. ‘The prizes kindly offered by Miss Frost and Mr. 
J. W. Lister have been awarded as follows :—The first to Miss 
DD. Leaper for her essay on ‘‘ How would you organize a library 
of 25,000 volumes ? ’’; and the other to Mr. A. C. Piper for his 
paper on ‘* Books which have influenced me.”’ 

Mr. Henry D. Roberts has again generously offered another 
guinea prize, to be awarded to the writer of the best essay on 
‘* The Ideal public library from a ratepayer’s point of view.’’ 
Full particulars appear in the June number of The Library 
Assistant. 

The Committee desires, on behalf of the Branch, to express 
its grateful thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Roberts, Miss 
M. Frost, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Lister, and Councillors Aston 
and Loadsman for kind assistance which has helped largely 
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towards making the meetings enjoyable and successful. Thanks 
are also due to the Editors of the local newspapers for reporting 
the meetings. In this connection it may be mentioned that a 
Cuttings Book has been obtained, and numerous cuttings relat- 
ing to the Branch from its formation inserted. The volume is 
in the custody of the Hon. Secretary and may be consulted 
by any member or friend on application. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Branch (Mr. Arthur Webb) has 
been co-opted a member of the Council of the L.A.A., and 
represents the Branch on that body. 

Four members of the Branch have joined H.M. Army—Mr. 
E. Male (Royal Garrison Artillery), Mr. G. Crone (Army 
Service Corps) , Mr. T. Lowe (Royal Sussex Regiment, Cyclists’ 
Battalion) , and Mr. R. Mason (2nd Life Guards). 

In April last the Committee adopted Rules for the govern- 
ment of the Branch, but these have not yet been sanctioned by 
the Council. 

In concluding this report, the Committee feels that the 
efforts put forward on behalf of the Branch have been amply 
rewarded—the enthusiasm and interest of the members having 
been maintained in spite of the adverse conditions. Even in so 
small an Association as the South Coast Branch the general 
upheaval caused by the war has been felt, but the Committee is 
confident that the members will rally to the assistance of those 
responsible and help to make the ensuing session an interesting 
and successful one, although it may be necessary to depart from 
the usual order of things. 

The active co-operation of the members was never more 
necessary than now, and the Honorary Secretary is always 
willing and anxious to receive suggestions that will tend to make 
the work of the Branch more interesting and attractive. 

(Signed), WILLIAM LAW, Chairman. 
ARTHUR WEBB, Honorary Secretary. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND ExpenpiTurE, 1914-15. 








RECEIPTS. £ « d. EXPENDITURE. £ s. d. 
Balance brought forward 0 1 11 Proportion of Subscrip- 
Subscriptions received ... 5 7 6 tions remitted to Hon. 
General Treasurer ws ote © 
Hon. ‘Treasurer’s  Ex- 
penses me axe w«« O ED 
Hon. Secretary's  Ex- 
penses... ‘aim <a OTe 
Balance was sie ow OH SG 
£5 9 5 | {5 9 5 


Examined and found correct, 
WILFRID HYNES, } Hon. 
Gth July, 1915. EDITH YOUNG, j Auditors. 
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OBITUARY. 


T. E. Turnsuct. 

Not a few library assistants will learn, with much regret, of the death 
of Mr. Tom Ernest Turnbull, of the Public Reference Library, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. Mr. Turnbull’s health had been obviously declining for some 
months, but his death on Sunday, September 12th, was not expected, since 
he had been at work as usual up to the previous Friday. A sharp attack 
of illness in the spring of 1906, from which, apparently, there had been 
a good recovery, quite possibly might be the remote cause of the death, 
at the tragically early age of 34 years, of a capable, useful, and promising 
personality in librarianship. 

Mr. Turnbull entered the service of the Newcastle Libraries towards 
the end of the year 1896. From the first he was of more than ordinary 
promise. Loving books, he began to read widely and continued to do so. 
In love with his vocation, he gradually made himself familiar with the 
principles and details of library practice, and ultimately acquired a singu- 
larly good all round knowledge of library methods and procedure. The 
librarian’s instinct Mr. Turnbull possessed in fullest measure. Keenly inter- 
ested in everything pertaining to librarianship, he was one of the first 
to sit for the professional examinations. He gained two certificates in 1903 
and in time obtained the six. He passed with merit in four sections. Mr. 
Turnbull was a Fellow of the Library Association. During the last three 
or four years he had conducted the Association’s correspondence class in 
Practical bibliography with, we believe, much acceptance. He was the 
first Secretary of the North Eastern Branch of the L.A.A., his work in that 
connection being characterised by enthusiasm, knowledge, and orderliness. 
Younger workers in the library world who were interested in their duties 
he was always very ready to help. In 1910 he was awarded the Potter- 
Briscoe prize. Of Mr. Turnbull’s contributions to the professional papers 
nothing here need be said; they bear witness of themselves. 

Mr. ‘Turnbull was alive to matters of every-day moment. He was 
interested in many kinds of recreation and sport. One last word or so 
concerning the more human side of his nature. During recent months he 
cannot but have experienced much weariness, if not actual pain. He con- 
tinued at his duties, it would seem, to the last ounce of his strength. Yet 
his habitual demeanour, and manner of life, thought, and speech were not 
appreciably affected. If that fact is not strong evidence that T. E. Turnbull 
possessed the virtues of patience and fortitude it would indeed be difficult 
to say what attributes these two terms connote. 

The interment took place on Tuesday, September 14th, and was 
attended by members of the Newcastle and Sunderland staffs. 

Mr. Turnbull leaves a widow, and three children under the age of six. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR. 

Birmingham: *Henry S. Wixrson (Inns of Court O.T.C.). 

Brighton: *R. E. Smirner (Royal Sussex Regiment). 

Cardiff: *WynpHam Morcan (3rd Batt. Welsh Regiment) ; 
*WILFRED Cowpry (R.A.M.C.) ; *CHarLes Sexton (7th 
Welsh Cyctists). 

Durban, Natal: *G. Reysurn (South African Medical Corps; 
attached 4th Mounted Rifles); C. H. Turner (1st Batt. 
Durban Light Infantry); F. H. Rooke (South African 
Over-Seas Expeditionary Force) ; A. E. Carrick (Gunner, 
12th Battery). 

















158 


Hove: *Witrrip Hynes (R.A.M.C.). 

Port Elizabeth: *A. D. Cartiste (South African Over-Seas 
Expeditionary Force). 

Taunton: A. E. Dansy (5th Batt. Somerset Light Infantry; 
attached Army Ordnance Corps). 


Wigan: Joun A. Hatt (County Palatine Artillery). 
*Member, L.A.A. 


Official notification has been received that Lance-Sergeant 
H. PRITCHARD, of the Cheltenham Public Library, and late of 
the Bolton Public Libraries, has been seriously wounded at the 
Dardanelles, and now lies in the Egyptian Government Hos- 
pital, Port Said, Egypt. Mr. Pritchard joined the 7th 
Gloucester Regiment soon after the outbreak of war, and landed 
at the Dardanelles last July. 


OUR LIBRARY. 


RocupaLeE Pusriic Lisraries. Catalogue of the Juvenile 
Literature in the Central Lending Library, 1915. pp. 176, 
8i-in. x 54-in. Paper wrappers. Sale price not stated. 


Twenty years ago this Catalogue would most likely have been received 
by other librarians with scoffs and jeers, if indeed anyone had had courage 
enough to have produced it, and it is strong evidence of the way in which 
British library practice has progressed during the last few years. The 
compilation is in two parts: first there is an author catalogue of fiction, 
which is followed by a classified subject catalogue, this latter being arranged 
on the Subject System. Wherever possible the fiction has been classified 
as well and added to the subject entries after the categorical number; 
thus, after the list of books on Animal Life—F 001, there follows a series 
of entries under F 001.941, Stories of Animal Life. Annotations are 
frequently given, and there is an index to subjects in the classified section 
provided at the beginning, but no complete author index. The Catalogue 
is exceilently compiled and arranged and forms a very useful volume: our 
only objection to it is that it may prove rather ‘“ difficult ’’ for children. 
Very little has been done in reducing scientific terms to what is generally 
regarded as a level suitable for children: for example, we find terms like 
** Palwo-Zoology,’? ‘* Invertebrata,’? ‘* Seismology,’’ and others like 
** Anthologies,’’ ** Bibliography,’’ without any explanation except such as 
may be gleaned from the titles of the books appearing beneath them, while 
the following can scarcely be regarded as a simple annotation to a book on 
** Insect Pests ’?:—** The Characteristics and nature of insects.’’ As a 
classified catalogue of juvenile literature for the librarian the publication 
is a pleasure to examine: as a catalogue for the use of children we feel it 
has rather over-shot the mark. We are somewhat loth to offer this criticism, 
which is mainly only a matter of opinion, as we recognise that much thought 
has been expended on the work and obviously every effort has been made 
to carry it out well. It is interesting to note that the local Education 
Committee is providing half the cost of printing the catalogue. 








